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On the whole subject, therefore, the conclusions
most consonant with the facts of modern knowledge
and of Scripture seem to be these ; that demoniacs
of the New Testament were really cases of epi-
lepsy, lunacy, or other nervous disorder ; that the
writers of the New Testament, in speaking of them,
naturally diagnosed their sufferings according to
the common conceptions of their time ; that Jesus
Himself, too, shared this common belief, not in
mere seeming, as one who would graciously accom-
modate Himself to our ignorance, but in very deed
and truth, because in this, as in all other things, it
had pleased Him to be made like unto His brethren.

I think I understand the shrinking with which
some will regard this last conclusion ; it will seem
to them an infringement of the divine prerogatives
with which, in our eyes, Christ is for ever clothed,
lean only plead, in reply, that I havestriventhrough-
out to be true to the facts, the revealed facts, of
our Lord's earthly life. My reading of the facts may
very well be mistaken ; if it be, it can be corrected ;
but the correction must be found in Scripture itself,
not in the supposed interests of any theological theory.
Let us learn to beware of an "irreligioussolicitude"
for God, of being wise above what is written, of
claiming for Christ what Scripture does not claim
for Him, what He nowhere claims for Himself.